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mOMXM FCR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Request of the Director, Office of Defense Mobilisation, for an 
Exception to Currant Dispersion Standards. 


1* On 18 Novanber 1953j. I handcarrled to Mr# Arthur Pleasing, Direc- 
tor, Office of Defense Mobilisation, th® Director’s letter to his dated 16 
November which outlined the need for a near CIA building in the Washington, 
D.C#, area, and requested Me occurrence in m exception to current disper- 
sion standards in ord®r to penait us to select a sit® within a radius of 
frera fire to ten alles of the White House. 


2# Mr* flaming and I disoussed the general problem, briefly md I 
advised Mb that at the mams. t we were seriously considering th® Loiglsy 
property. X reassured hia that ws had considered the possibility of main- 
taining a nucleus of the organisation in Washington and of dispersing the 
r em a in der but that after careful consideration we had concluded that th i s 
would not be feasible# Mr. Fima lug maned to understand oar prebleo but 
stated that h© would prefer not to answer our latter until cer tain confer- 
ences scheduled in the near future were completed. Specif ically , he said 
that It was current thinking in the Office of Defense Mobilisation that 
the dispersion limits should be pushed back so as to require dispersal 
thirty-five milee front Waning ton in lieu of ten miles* He stated that this 
matter would be discussed at m early netting of either th© national Secur- 
ity Comoil or the Cabinet, adding that the Director, of course, would be 
present at m 8SC Meeting and that if in preference to this medium it was 
decided to bring it before members of the Cabinet he would I n s u re that Mr. 
Dulles was invited to attend. The purpose of the meeting will be to dis- 
cuss the dispersion problem, com to grip* with it, and decide What the 
Oeremaent policy shall b#. After the meeting Mr. Flewaing would propose 
that he and Mr. Dulles discuss th® matter with the President after which 
he, Fleming, would reply ferselly to the Director’s letter. I tdd M» 
that I was sure this procedure would be entirely satisfactory to Mr. Duller*. 
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N 0 TE:_ Colonel White gave the Director an oral briefing on the above at the 
Deputies’ Meeting on 2 ? Wnvf*mher_ T ,an 


